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GOD! THE OFFICE ii ■ (l 

'Lin! Amiga Formni hJIim • 
new type of disorder. In she 

There's nothing we hall - more than mov- 
inR olficc Inn because Future Publishing is an 
<-x|>.iTI(l]]l^ itunjiaiu. ifs inevilable. Hack in 
I'JW). we were up on the third floor. Then we 
me mi I down to the hrst storey of ihr premises 
new door. (It's OK. we own thai building, 
loo I Bui because ihal office had a balcony 
our publisher, who has an eye for a good 
thing, soon seized ii and we were forced into 
two cupboards near the car park. This satis- 
fied my Tamiya remote control car habit, bui 
was a drag otherwise. 

Then, under the command of ex-editor 
Damicn Noonan. the rampagin|( AF hordes 
took control of the entire second lloor of 
Future's headquarters. Now we're being 
forced to give up some of our vast expanse to 



Bui ihis time ihere's a silver lining lo the 
cloud - ii did gel a bil lonely up here: some- 
liim-, (In- unly jx-iiplr we siiw I'm weeks were 
ihe teleplionr hygienisls and the nun who 
re-filled ihe drinks machine. And llie two 



Amiga Shofiprt Slid Amiga Pnwn. 

lis three yeais since out siblings were 

formed, and those three years have been ones 
o( mined relations. On occasion we have 
looked on our little sisters with fondness, 
while at others, we've tried lo preletid we 
urrin I related. Itm now, we've cln ided thai 
liy pooling our resources, while maintaining 
our fierce editorial independence, we un 
offer you. the readers, a much belter servtre. 

Many of you also buy Amiga Shofifrr and 
Amiga Pwirr as an antillan pun base. So. start- 
ing wild this issue.. 

•* The incredible investigative powers ol 
Future's Amiga [nui nahsts will ensure that no 
siiiiv i< left imir.wrtil (il you clmi'i read 11 in 
one of our mags, it isn't true); 
* The combined minds of our line reviewers 
will ensure thai you get ihe most definitive, 
mosi informed and most accurate reviews; 
•» \ri.l lli,- ni.i-.M-d lil.lill |H>ui'i i .1 
busting anil leiluiiial eKueris "ill 
we solve all voui Amiga problems. 

Two heads are better than one, 
Amiga mags are best of all. 



ISSUE FIFTY-EIGHT 

April'94 

What I do! 
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i s-aiiK- 



lo this part ol Backstage, we 
lake a look at Ihe Amiga Formal 
learn, Ihe people who make the 
mag what It is today. 
Last month, Steve Bradley told us 
about IN* as a games reviewer, 
this time it's the turn of Frank 
Bartucca, AF's designer. 

In your own time Frank... 

As designer on the AF team, most of 
my time Is spent laying out pages. 
That doesn't mean that I punch them 
until they fall to the ground dazed and 
bruised. No. It means that I put the 
pictures on the pages and try to make 
them look pretty and interesting... A 

CONTINUED OVERLEAF > 



It's a Steal! 

Get Virgin's superb Beneath 
A Steel Sky, and save an 
extra £5 in our special 
subscriber offer. 

An AF Gold Game thai scored a massive 94 per cent in Amiga Formal Issue 57 can be 
yours lor only f 24.99. a massive [10 oft the list price, and a further reduction of £5 on 
Amiga Formal* own special offer price. 
Just flip the page, and fill In the form overleaf to get In on this superb desll 




bit like mo really. I work on an Apple 
Macintosh, (Boo! Hiss!) In a program 
called QuarkXPress. I would much 
prefer (o work on an Amiga, but the 
whole company Is set up to run on 
Apple computers. The game 'grabs' 
are taken using a Mac set-up, then 
put through a program that converts 
them from MS-DOS to Mac-DOS, so 
the Mac can read them. Simple... 
Again, a bit like me, really. 

Now this may sound like an easy 
job, but In actual lact it takes several 
years* of Intensive training to reach 
the standard ot excellence that I am 
at now. For instance, the first time I 
joined the team (this being my third 
outing, yknow] I had to prove my 
worth by drinking a lot of very, very 
strong lager with Marcus. After con- 
suming an unimaginable amount of 
the stuff I ended up under the table. 
Unfortunately we were In the office at 
the time and our antics caused just a 
little damage to a few doors and a 
filing cabinet. 

Nowadays, though, I find myself 
having to organise and direct photo- 
shoots, and liaise with the in-house 
pre-press and production people. 
Most ot the images that appear in the 
mag are computer-generated, but 
occasionally I'll do some dodgy illus- 
trations in PhotoShop, (a program 
which is similar to Art Department 
Professional) to visualise what the 
writers are trying to convey. 

But, by far the most Important 
part of my job, is keeping up morale, 
and generally entertaining the 
troops. Every office needs a clown 
and I've always wanted to live In the 
Circus. As indeed I do, the famous 
oval of Bath that appears on all the 
postcards, no less. My comic reper- 
toire Is vast - I can do anything as 
long as It's by Harry Enfield. 

Oh, and may I take this opportu- 
nity to commend, nay, to pay 
homage to. that comic genius Will 
Hay. Sadly, a man highly under-rated 
and all too often forgotten. 

Next month, Steve Carey, 4Fs 
new publisher will reveal the 
mysteries of hie job. 



CD for the common man 



I'VE JUST FINISHED playing Mirroraim. and 
11 i. lilm.ih l.mt.isiii . ll re.illl is i-.li.ll 1 1 ■ i ^ < 1) 
lark is all about, l-oads and loads of sti|>erb 
,mniL.ij..iiy gKM music. (I retract everything 
I evei said almut Rick Wakeman: he's not a 
tedious uld hippy, he's an intelligent, witty, 
talented geeswr capable of writing some hasp 
iii^ utiii's), and pretty good gameplay to html. 

Willi MicfiirnHB PsvpiDsis have proven lhai 
the- Amiga is i ap.ihle of things thai I he SNES 
Idon'i even mention the Mega Drive) can 'I 
begin to dream about. 

The one lly in the ointment is that all thai 
data is tiravilv compressed to squeeze- it on to 

tifiOMb. Yes. you did read that 

torrectly. Mirnmam has more 
than Will megabytes of graph- 
ics, sound and game code. 

It is the First truly CD 
game, Mosi other CD releases 



"Psy gnosis have proven 
thot the Amiga CD" is 
capable of things that 
the SNES (don't oven 
juo enhanced AJ2O0 m# „tion the Mega Drive} 
ran'l even begin to 
dream about." 



games with CD quality souni 
Nothing wrong iiiih tli.it in 
itself, bul Mimieos-m is a whole 
new ball (if you'll excuse the 
mixed metaphor) game. Which 
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ire CD" owners. 

Sure, in a couple of months. A4II0O owners 

will be part of the Amiga CD-using commii- 
,111 Hiii so lar, Commodore have remained 
firmly innHiiminiit.il about it and when we 
i,r i i msec the development nt an UWM 



This is not good enough. I know that il 
mav be a simple fact of iiisiiniH.orii.iU- lei li- 
nk a] problems that force ihem to leave the 
A1SO0 CD-less. Bui iliat won't do. We Amiga 
owners are a fiercely loyal hunch of gun) (and 
some girls too). We pul up wilh overpriced 
computers; we tolerate pool sprriliiations; we 
accept aftersales service which can only he 

described as unacceptable, and stay faithful 

while consoles are effectively marketed in the 
high street elerlrical multiples while the 
Amiga mis iinatiendei! and unloved nearby. 

But we can only be pushed so t.u < 1> is a 

rrvolmion ill computer data storage ll will 

open up new doors, bring bel- 

qualilv games, deliver 

idiiLimrnenl - but 

only lo owners who have CD 

drives the A1S00 is the lx-st 

value computer in the world 

I, >,hi inn i.ulier comments 

were aimed siiei ilii.illv .H the 

A4000), but it will be a relic 

before its time if it Hoes not 

get a CD drive soon. 

Previously failhful Amiga owners will wander 

off to other, lev. exciiing. less individual l,,i- 

niais. became tbeydon'l w.ini U be left out of 

the revolution that is CD. 

So come on Commodore, vou've let us down 
before, and we forgive vou. but ihis lime, deliver. 
An AI200 CD drive will estalilish die CDsiau- 
dard to the extent that potential challengers will 
have a hell of a job. £> 



Spong! 



Cause lor celebration and carousing: 
Amiga Format's Bulletin Board is now up 
and running. The slight delay was due to 
there being no-one in the office lo sign tor 
the 1Gb hard drive that Software Demon 
are kindly donating to the project, so the 
courier look it away again. However.... 

Because Richard Baguley is busy mas- 
tering the Amiga CD" Cover disk (as well as 
working on Amiga Formati the board 
doesn't contain all the files, news and feed- 
back that 11 will. But we'll be working on It 
i over the coming month to make II a valu- 
able store ol support files and Into for AF 
readers. It's completely bee, and there's a 
whole load ot Public Domain ptograms on 
there tor you to pull down. So It you're a 
modem owner, the number you need it I 
0225 311647. 



Just what is all 
this Backstage 
stuff about? 

Backstage is the pari ol the magulne (All 
right, so it s a separate bil) especially tor 
subscribers. It's a way ol thanking you lor 
committing yourselves lo the magazine lor 
a whole year at a time. It's a place to dis- 
cuss things, a place to tell you things that 
the olher readers are denied, more for lack 
ol space than anything else. It's a place to 
get to know the team, and lo get to find out 
whal's going on behind the scenes here at 
Future Publishing. So. il there s anything 
you want to see In Btckslage lei us know. 



Subscribers' special Steel Sky offer 

Please send me a copy of Virgin's stunning Beneath a Please make cheques payable to: Future Publishing 

Steel Sky at the special subscriber-only price of E24.99. Name . 

(A not-to-be-sneezed-at saving of E 1 on the RRP, ) AHHrp« 



Method of payment (please tick as applicable) 
VISA ! ] ACCESS D CHEQUE I 



P/OD 



Credit card number 



□□□n □□□□ nc 



Expiry date 



Now send this form to: Amiga Format Mail Order. 

Jl I I II 11 II I Future Publishing, Cary Court, Somerton. Somerset. 

TAI1 7BR. AMFSL04/93 



Subscriber. _ 
Superclisk 



Richard Baguley presents another Subscribers' superclisk packed 
with the finest Public Domain and Shareware programs 

1942 DRIVERS* 




Workbench 3 dun 1 gel the best ol 
1940 and 1942 monitors. In partialis 
can l gel the full overscan width. 

Included in this le are several new 
tor drivers wrillen bv Commodore 

uph douliWIu king i 
n. This will copy (he n 
info the appropriate directories or 
Workbench disk, whether it s a oppy c 
drive. You should also check the Read 
for deiails of how to torrerdy tenure t 






installed by i 
1942 Setup u 



rOULOUSE LAUTREC FONT 



V/ipeept V/ap Qoty 
$pilt my pir?t 



Toulouse Lautrec is an excellent 1920s French- 
style font. This doesn't mean that it has berets 
instead of dots, or that it has strings of onions 
draped around its gallic descenders, but that it 
is the type style used on those classic posters 
for the Moulin Rouge, Before it was a font 
Toulouse Lautrec used to be a little salacious 
bloke who painted dancers, strippers and 
prostitutes down the Moulin Rouge of a 
Saturday evening. 

After his death he became famous, as is 
the case with so many French people, but sur- 
prisingly enough his art is slightly less famous 
than the enormous phallus fallacy. It certainly 
evokes a period feeling, but absinthe and 
dancing girls are not included. Installing this 
font is straightforward: 



1 Decompress the font files from the 
Subscribers' Superdisk by double-clicking 

on the Font Unpack icon. This will decompress 
the files to your RAM disk. 

2 Run the Fountain {or Intellifonl if you are 
using Workbench 3) program that is in 
your system directory. 



select RAM: from the list of volumes. Click on 
OK. and, after a bit of disk activity, the 
Toulouse Lautrec font will appear in the 
Source Typefaces list. 

4 Click once on any or all three of the fonts 
in this list and then on Install Marked 
Typeface. After a couple of disk swaps, if 
you're booting from floppy , the font should 
appear on the list of installed typefaces on the 
right. Yes? You have just installed the font! 
Reboot the machine, and any program 
which uses Compugraphic fonts (such as 
DPaint) should now be able to use this font If 
you are running on Workbench 2, you may 
experience some problems in installing 
Compugraphic fonts. This is due to bugs in the 
AmigaDOS library. Fortunately, Commodore 
have supplied you with a fixed version of this 
library which you can install by typing the fol- 
lowing line in the Shell: 



screen under O 



Then insert the required disks when 
requested. This will copy the fixed version of 
the library to your Libs Directory. If you now 
reboot the Amiga you should be able to install 
Compugraphic fonts without any problems. 




Disk prograi 



FMS DISK 

FMS is a le-based trackdisk simulator, which 

disk which appears to be a oppy disk. This 
may sound a hi/arie thing to do, but it is 
incredibly useful if you are trying to create 
your own I'D disks, because they are a lilt eas- 
ier in work with than a pile of oppies. 

Once you ve completed your disk you can 
copy this straight to a oppy. FMS can cope 
with non-DOS disk*, so you could even copy 
things such as I'D demos mi to your hard disk. 

It s very casi to install, with only a couple 
of les to be copied and a small addition to 
the mount list, le. Check the documentation 
tor lull del ails ol how in install this pinin.im. 

FORCEMONITOR* 



nag ji 



\Ofly pi 






If you are restricted to using a VGAOnly moni- 
tor, then you will long ago have given up 
cursing at Commodore s pathetic VGAOnly 
monitor patch. litis utility will alleviate your 
problems. For a start it is a commodity, so it 
ciut be called up at any time via a hotkey or 
with the 1- schange program. 

What s more, it can lie con gured to open 
speci c screens depending on what applica- 
tion is being run. On die whole it is a lot more 
erfecdve and successful than VGAOnly, and is a 
dam sight easier to use. 

To run this piugt.nu simply drag it into 
your WRStarmp drawer. Edit the looltypes if 

PHOTOCDLOADER 

Many of you will have read the March AF fea- 
ture on Photo CD, which gives yon 
photographs on ,i Compact Disc. This pro- 
gram allows you to load Photo CD images 
directly into GVP s popular image processing 
program ImageFX. 

l! s very simple to use — you just drag die 
le called PCD into the Loader s directory of 
vour IiiHgeFX program. Now you can load 
Photo CD les simply by loading the le into 
ImageFX. You can also choose at what resolu- 




itiful imagi 



lion you load the image, became die Images 

are stored at five different resolutions, ranging 
from 192 x 128 lo 3072 x 2048. Once you've 
loaded [he file, you can save il in any of the 
image formats supjn >ncrl In htiti&'l-'X tor n.se in 
a DTP or graphics program. 

RENDERCALC* 





will travel in 30 seconds, and gel die result in 

metres. This is die sort of calculation that 

Ki-ndni Mr [Iocs with one hand tied liehind its 

ck. Just enter the figures and the program 



Workbench, Two versions are included one 
fur standard and one for accelerated Amicus. 
I'seful? No, but quite pretty... 



RendM'jik is a desktop calculator for dealing 
with animations and film. It is also useful for 
converting distances from i 
to another. For 



willr; 



you. 



SUPERDARK* 

if you leave your Amiga mi for long periods of 
lime (such as when you are rendering an 
image in lmiiff«f). there is an outside possibil- 
ity that the image on your screen may be 
hurnt into the phosphorus. However, this 
problem ih.it can be solved bv using a screen- 
blanker such as Stiperthiik. 

If you leave your Amiga unattended. 
SuperDtrrk will clear the screen and start oil 
one of a number of modules which do weird 
dungs lo die screen. These range from 'melt- 
ing' the- screen to playing animations with 
little daiu ing figures. 

Not only are such utilities amusing, bin 
they can also help protect your screen. They 
do lake a certain amount ol pro: essing power 
away from any other programs thai may be 
miming (for example your htmginr- renders 
will be slightly slower), but it's a fairly minimal 
amount. Installation is merely a question or 
dragging ihe SuprrDnik icon into your 
WBSianup drawer am! dragging the other 
files into a drawer called SupeiDaik Check the 
A mn-ii^imlf dorumentaiion for further details. 



SHARE MANAGER 
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Many people trv to make i ey by buying 

and selling shares, hill vou won't gel very far 
unless you've got a good idea of how your 
shales are doing. 

Sharr Mamiffi is designed to allow vou to 
keep track of your shares, and to quickly see 
what is going tip and what is going down. All 
you need to do is to regularly enter informa- 
tion on the current selling price of the shares 
you hold, and this program will generate a 
graph to aid yon in vour purchasing and sell- 
ing decisions. 

The program is latch complex, but most 
of the technical terms Lire fully explained in 
the on-line help for the program, so if you 
don't know a blue chip from a convertible 
note, don'l worn. Slitmiiuiiiayi will explain it. 
However, don'l forget that the value of slocks 
and shares can go down as well as up, and it's 
not our fault if all ol ynui shares turn out lo lie 
worthless pieces of paper, 

SPLEENHACK 

If having a fractal fern Workbench sounds like 
fun. this program i mild give you hours of mer- 
riment. Il is of absolutely no practical use, but 
it is quite fun nonetheless. Anyway, what il 
does is lo draw a fractal fern on your 



The standard Workbench information 
requester is hardly the most friendly thing in 
the world, so New Zealander David Swasbiook 
decided to write his own. 

Saxminfo is not only easier to use. but il 
also supports ARexx and drag and drop 
tooltypes. Ibis means that il you want to add a 
tooltvpe to Lin icon, vou can do so In dragging 
the icon over the information screen and 
dropping il on to the tooltypes section. 

The Stoaziinj*' program also provides sup- 
port for Ceetl Uvllei hncvtn's multi-user file 
system, which enables yon lo sei up several dif- 
ferent users, who can't delete each other's 
files, for one machine. 

TRASHICOni* 




confirm that you really 



The Amiga's trashran has never been widely 
used, because, frankly, it isn't very good. What 
would he much more useful would be a trash- 
can which appeared on the desktop and 
instantly deleter! any files which vou dropped 

Spookily enough, this program fulfils dtis 
very purpose. It's designed lo work as a com- 
modity, so to gel it running all vou need to do 
is to copy the 1'iash icon Icon into your 
WBStarlup drawer. Next time you reboot, a 
new icon called Trashlctm will appear. 

Any files dropped on lo this will lie 
deleted, unless they are protected from dele- 
tion, in which case you will be asked whether 
you really want to dispatch (hem to that great 
dark void from where they cannot he 
retrieved, except il doesn't quite put il like 
diat. Double-clicking on Ihe Tr/uldcim file 
brings up another screen where you can set 
the various options Ibr the program, 

* Workbench 2 or above only 




